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  Wednesday, July 21, 2010 (at 1:06 o’clock P.M.).   

   

Prayer was offered by the Reverend Robert F. Quinn, C.S.P., Chaplain of the 
House,  as follows: 

  

God, Our Creator and Guide, we open today’s formal legislative session with a 
prayer for Your assistance and direction as we take up and evaluate the items on 
today’s calendar.  Inspire us to work together as we struggle to meet the realistic 
expectations of the people and the many needs of the constituents in our various 

communities and the Commonwealth.  Your gift of knowledge enables us to 
understand more clearly the items which come before us and Your gift of wisdom 
helps us to make right and appropriate decisions.  For this we are grateful.  At all 
times may we be guided by sound principles, honorable goals and objective values 
as we struggle to make our communities prosperous, safe and family friendly.  
Teach us to be good listeners to the views and insights of others, but faithful to our 
traditional principles, values and beliefs. 

 Prayer. 

Grant Your blessings to the Speaker, the members and employees of this 
House and their families. Amen. 

  

   

At the request of the Chair (Mr. Petrolati), the members, guests and employees 
joined with him in reciting the pledge of allegiance to the flag. 

 Pledge of 

allegiance. 

Statement Concerning Mr. Aguiar of Fall River.  

  

A statement of Mr. Nangle of Lowell concerning Mr. Aguiar of Fall River was 
spread upon the records of the House, as follows: 

  

MR. SPEAKER:  I would like to call to the attention of the House the fact that 
one of our colleagues, Representative Aguiar of Fall River is unable to be present in 
the House Chamber for today’s sitting due to his mother’s illness.  His missing of 
roll calls today is due entirely to the reason stated. 

 Statement 

concerning 
Mr. Aguiar of 

Fall River. 

Statement of Mr. Rogers of Norwood. 

  

A statement of Mr. Rogers of Norwood was spread upon the records of the 
House, as follows: 

  

MR. SPEAKER:  I would like to call to the attention of the House the fact that 
I was unable to be present in the House Chamber for yesterday’s sitting due to 

official business in another part of the State House. Had I been present for the 
taking of yeas and nay number 442, on passing to be enacted the engrossed Bill 
relative to the agreement among the states to elect the President by national popular 
vote, I would have voted in the affirmative.  My missing a quorum roll call 
yesterday was due entirely to the reason stated. 

 Statement of 

Mr. Rogers 

of Norwood. 

Resolutions. 

  

Resolutions (filed with the Clerk by Mrs. Poirier of North Attleborough) 
congratulating and recognizing Reverend Robert George Middleton, Jr. on the 
occasion of his retirement from the First Baptist Church of North Attleborough, 
were referred, under Rule 85, to the committee on Rules. 

 Robert George 

Middleton, Jr. 
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Mr. Binienda of Worcester, for said committee, reported that the resolutions 
ought to be adopted. Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Wagner of 
Chicopee, the resolutions (reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading 
to be correctly drawn) were considered forthwith; and they were adopted. 

  

Unfinished Business. 

  

The motion of Ms. Sandlin of Agawam, at the previous session, that Rule 35 be 
suspended in order that the House might consider the Senate amendments to the 
House Bill authorizing the commissioner of Capital Asset Management and 
Maintenance to convey certain land in the town of Agawam (House, No. 4289), 
prevailed. The House then concurred with the Senate in its amendments. 

 Agawam,– 
land. 

Papers from the Senate. 

  

The House Bill authorizing the town of Manchester-by-the-Sea to grant an 
easement over certain land acquired for water supply purposes (House, No. 4304) 
came from the Senate passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with amendments in 
section 1, in line 4, by inserting after the word ―course.‖ the following sentence 
―The deed conveying the easement shall include a requirement that the Essex 
County Club shall utilize the land so as not to degrade the public water supply.‖. 

Under suspension of Rule 35, on motion of Mr. Hill of Ipswich, the 
amendment (reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be correctly 
drawn) was considered forthwith; and it was adopted, in concurrence. 

 Manchester- 

by-the-Sea,—  
water supply. 

   

The House Bill relative to school nutrition (House, No. 4459, amended) came 
from the Senate passed to be engrossed, in concurrence, with an amendment striking 
out all after the enacting clause and inserting in place thereof the text contained in 

Senate document numbered 2322. 

 School 

nutrition. 

Under suspension of Rule 35, on motion of Mr. Sánchez of Boston, the 
amendment (reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be correctly 
drawn) was considered forthwith. 

  

Pending the question on concurring with the Senate in its amendment, the same 
member moved to amend it by striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting 
in place thereof the text contained in House document numbered 4919; and the 
further amendment was adopted. 

The House then concurred with the Senate in its amendment, as amended. Sent 
to the Senate for concurrence in the further amendment. 

  

   

A petition of Harriette L. Chandler and John W. Scibak for legislation relative 
to financial services contracts for dental benefits corporation, came from the Senate 
referred, under suspension of Joint Rule 12, to the committee on Financial Services.  

The House then concurred with the Senate in the suspension of said rule; and 

the petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 2562) was referred, in concurrence, to 
the committee on Financial Services. 

 Dental benefit 

corporation. 

   

Bills    

Relative to a lien for architects, engineers, land surveyors and professionals 
(Senate, No. 2512, amended in section 2, in  line 51, by striking the word ―prime‖ 

 Architects,—  

 liens. 



UNCORRECTED PROOF 
 
 

and inserting in place the word ―original‖ and in line 75 by striking the word 
―prime‖) (on Senate, No. 1806); and 

Further regulating debt collection (Senate, No. 2557) (on Senate bill No. 1712); 
Severally, passed to be engrossed by the Senate, were read; and they were 

referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and Means. 

 Debt 

collection. 

   

   

Bills    

Protecting victims of unlicensed debt collection activity (Senate, No. 132) (on a 
petition);  

 Debt 
collections. 

Authorizing municipalities to petition for public involvement plans in 
hazardous materials sites (Senate, No. 418) (on a petition); and 

 Hazardous  

waste. 

Relative to tampering with water company meters (Senate, No. 1486) (on a 
petition);  

 Water meters,—  

tampering. 

Severally passed to be engrossed by the Senate were read; and they were 
referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling. 

  

Reports of Committees. 

  

By Mr. Binienda of Worcester, for the committee on Rules and the committees 
on Rules of the two branches, acting concurrently, that Joint Rule 12 be suspended 

on the following petitions:                                         

  

Petition (accompanied by bill) of Kay Khan for legislation to establish a fund 
to provide services for victims of human trafficking. To the committee on the 
Judiciary. 

 Human  
trafficking. 

Petition (accompanied by bill) of James M. Grafton and Richard R. Tisei 
relative to the eligibility of David L. Grafton for appointment to the position of fire 
fighter within the Commonwealth. To the committee on Public Service. 

Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Ms. Khan of Newton, the reports 

were considered forthwith. Joint Rule 12 was suspended, in each instance. Severally 
sent to the Senate for concurrence.  

 David L. Grafton,– 

fire fighter 

eligibility. 

   

By Mr. Donato of Medford, for the committee on Municipalities and Regional 
Government, on a petition, a Bill relative to the Public Health Enterprise Fund in the 
town of Stoughton (House, No. 4852) [Local Approval Received], which was read. 

Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, the bill 

was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading. 

 Stoughton,— 

enterprise fund. 

   

By Mr. Donato of Medford, for the committee on Municipalities and Regional 
Government, on a petition, a Bill authorizing the lease of certain conservation land 
in the town of Shirley (House, No. 4885) [Local Approval Received]. Read; and 
referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling. 

Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for said committee, then reported recommending that 

the matter be scheduled for consideration by the House. 
Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Ms. Benson of Lunenburg, the bill 

was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading. 

 Shirley,– 

land. 

   

By Mr. Donato of Medford, for the committee on Municipalities and Regional 
Government, on a petition, a Bill authorizing the city of Beverly to convey certain 
land located in the city of Beverly (House, No. 4905) [Local Approval Received]. 

 Beverly,– 

land. 
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Read; and referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling. 

Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for said committee, then reported recommending that 
the matter be scheduled for consideration by the House. 

Under suspension of the rules, on motion of Ms. Grant of Beverly, the bill was 
read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the Senate Bill relative to credit union shares and deposits (Senate, 
No. 468) be scheduled for consideration by the House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Jones of North Reading, the 
bill was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading.  

 Credit unions. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 

Scheduling, that the Senate Bill to prohibiting the administration of certain 
medicines by home health aides (Senate, No. 860) be scheduled for consideration by 
the House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Sánchez of Boston, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading.  

 Health aides,—  

medicine 

prohibition. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the Senate Bill authorizing the town of Erving to establish an other 

postemployment benefits trust fund (Senate, No. 2387) [Local Approval Received] 
be scheduled for consideration by the House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Donato of Medford, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading.  

 Erving,—  

benefits  

trust fund. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the Senate Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Sharon Baert, an 

employee of the Department of Developmental Services (Senate, No. 2466, 
amended) be scheduled for consideration by the House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Ms. Ferrante of Gloucester, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading. 

 Sharon Baert,– 

sick leave. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the Senate Bill exempting the office of deputy chief of police in the 

town of Rockland from the civil service law (Senate, No. 2475) be scheduled for 
consideration by the House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Donato of Medford, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading. 

 Rockland,– 

deputy police 

chief. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the House Bill making technical corrections to chapter 530 of the 
2008 session laws (printed as Senate,  No. 804) be scheduled for consideration by 

the House. 
Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Sánchez of Boston, the bill 

was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading.  

 Dental 

hygienists,—  

regulate. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the House Bill to modernize determination of need review for non-

 Acute care,—  

needs. 
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acute hospitals (printed as Senate, No. 853) be scheduled for consideration by the 
House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Sánchez of Boston, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading.  

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the House Bill relative to investment adviser registration (House, 

No. 303) be scheduled for consideration by the House. 
Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Scaccia of Boston, the bill was 

read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading. 

 Investment 

adviser 

registration. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the House Bill to streamline the physician credentialing process 
(House, No. 978, changed) be scheduled for consideration by the House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Mariano of Quincy, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading. 

 Physician 

credentialing 

process. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the House Bill establishing a sick leave bank for Colleen 
Robichaud, an employee of the Registry of Motor Vehicles (House, No. 4777) be 
scheduled for consideration by the House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Rodrigues of Westport, the bill 

was read a second time forthwith; and it was ordered to a third reading. 

 Colleen 

Robichaud,– 
sick leave. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the House Bill provide retirement options for nonprofit 
organizations (House, No. 78) be scheduled for consideration by the House, with the 
amendment previously recommended by the committee on Ways and Means,– that 
the bill be amended by substitution of a Bill to provide retirement options for 

nonprofit organizations (House, No. 4907),– pending. 
Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Rodrigues of Westport, the bill 

was read a second time forthwith. 
The amendment recommended by the committee on Ways and Means then was 

adopted; and the substituted bill was ordered to a third reading. 

 Nonprofit 

organizations,– 
retirement. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 

Scheduling, that the House Bill relative to the sale of wine at auction (House, No. 
397) be scheduled for consideration by the House, with the amendment previously 
recommended by the committee on Ways and Means,– that the bill be amended by 
substitution of a bill with the same title (House, No. 4908),– pending. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Rodrigues of Westport, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith. 

The amendment recommended by the committee on Ways and Means then was 
adopted; and the substituted bill was ordered to a third reading. 

 Wine,– 

auction 

sales. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the House Bill to provide incentives for productive workers 
compensation audits (House, No. 1846, changed) be scheduled for consideration by 
the House, with the amendment previously recommended by the committee on 
Ways and Means,– that the bill be amended by substitution of a bill with the same 

 Workers 
compensation 

audits. 
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title (House, No. 4909),– pending. 
Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Kane of Holyoke, the bill was 

read a second time forthwith. 
The amendment recommended by the committee on Ways and Means then was 

adopted; and the substituted bill was ordered to a third reading. 
   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 

Scheduling, that the House Bill relative to the youth alcohol education program to 
reduce underage drinking and promote healthy choices (House, No. 1925, changed) 
ought to pass with amendments previously recommended by the committee on 
Health Care Financing,— that the bill be amended in line 1 by striking out the 
figures ―2004‖ and inserting in place thereof the figures ―2008‖, and in line 13 by 
striking out the words ―established and administered‖ and inserting in place thereof 
the word ―certified‖,— pending. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mr. Brownsberger of Belmont, the 
bill was read a second time forthwith. 

The amendments recommended by the committee on Health Care Financing 
then were adopted; and the bill (House, No. 1925, changed and amended) was 
ordered to a third reading. 

 Youth 

alcohol 

education. 

   

By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, that the House Bill relative to the security of vital records and 

verification and identity (House, No. 2064) be scheduled for consideration by the 
House, with the amendment previously recommended by the committee on Ways 
and Means,— that the bill be amended by substitution of a bill with the same title 
(House, No. 4910),— pending. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Mrs. Harkins of Needham, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith. 

The amendment recommended by the committee on Ways and Means then was 

adopted; and the substituted bill was ordered to a third reading. 

 Vital records 

and identity. 

   

A report of the committee on Municipalities and Regional Government, ought 
NOT to pass (under Joint Rule 10), on the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 
4678) of Allen J. McCarthy and Thomas P. Kennedy (by vote of the town) for 
legislation to further regulate tax titles in the town of East Bridgewater, was 
considered forthwith, under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. McCarthy of 

East Bridgewater. Pending the question on acceptance of the report, the petition was 
recommitted, on motion of Mr. Donato of Medford. 

 East 

Bridgewater,— 
tax titles. 

   

A report of the committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs, ought NOT to pass 
(under Joint Rule 10), on the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3405) of 
James E. Vallee relative to certain insurance premiums for veterans, was considered 
forthwith, under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Vallee of Franklin. 
Pending the question on acceptance of the report, the petition was recommitted, on 

motion of Mr. Naughton of Clinton. 

 Veterans,—

insurance 
premiums. 

   

By Mr. Koutoujian of Waltham, for the committee on Financial Services, on 
House, No. 887, a Bill relative to the Division of Banks’ licensing and supervision 
of debt management services (House, No. 4913).  

 Debt  

management. 

By Ms. Stanley of West Newbury, for the committee on Health Care  Medicaid  

access. 
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Financing, on House, No. 1104, a Bill improving access to coverage for Medicaid 
beneficiaries (House, No. 4911) [Fiscal Note:  Greater than $100,000.00]. 

Severally read; and referred, under Rule 33, to the committee on Ways and 
Means. 

  

   

By Mr. Donato of Medford, for the committee on Municipalities and Regional 
Government, on a petition, a Bill authorizing the city of North Adams to use reserve 

funds to reduce debt (House, No. 4851) [Local Approval Received]. Read; and 
referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy and Scheduling. 

 North  

Adams,— 

reserve funds. 

   

By Mr. Donato of Medford, for the committee on Municipalities and Regional 
Government, that the Bill authorizing the establishment of senior citizen safety 

zones (House, No. 543) ought to pass. Referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on 
Steering, Policy and Scheduling. 

 Safety  

zones. 

   

By Ms. Stanley of West Newbury, for the committee on Health Care 
Financing, that the Bill relative to the registration of podiatrists (House, No. 2044) 
ought to pass with an amendment substituting therefore a bill with the same title 

(House, No. 4912).  

 Podiatrists,— 

registration. 

By Mr. Murphy of Burlington, for the committee on Ways and Means, that the 
Senate Bill to promote cost containment, transparency and efficiency in the 
provision of quality health insurance for individuals and small businesses (Senate 
No. 2447) ought to pass with an amendment striking out all after the enacting clause 
and inserting in place thereof the text contained in House document numbered 4915. 

 Health  
insurance. 

By the same member, for the same committee, that the Bill relating to 

improving quality in early education and care by family child care providers 
(House, No. 494)  ought to pass with an amendment substituting a bill with the same 
title (House, No. 4917). 

 Family child  

care providers. 

Severally referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on Steering, Policy and 
Scheduling, with the amendments pending. 

  

   

By Mr. Murphy of Burlington, for the committee on Ways and Means, that the 

Bill to create a silver alert program to protect seniors (House, No. 4344) ought to 
pass with an amendment substituting a Bill to create a silver alert community 
response system (House, No. 4916). Referred, under Rule 7A, to the committee on 
Steering, Policy and Scheduling, with the amendment pending. 

Mr. Kafka of Stoughton, for said committee, then reported recommending that 
the matter be scheduled for consideration by the House. 

Under suspension of Rule 7A, on motion of Ms. Wolf of Cambridge, the bill 
was read a second time forthwith. 

The amendment recommended by the committee on Ways and Means then was 
adopted; and the substituted bill was ordered to a third reading. 

 Silver  

alert. 

Subsequently, under suspension of the rules, on further motion of the same 
member, the bill (having been reported by the committee on Bills in the Third 
Reading to be correctly drawn) was read a third time. 

  

After debate on the question on passing the bill to be engrossed, the sense of 
the House was taken by yeas and nays, at the request of Ms. Wolf; and on the roll 

call 153 members voted in the affirmative and 0 in the negative. 
[See Yea and Nay No. 451 in Supplement.] 

Therefore the bill (House, No. 4916) was passed to be engrossed. Sent to the 

 Bill passed to 

be engrossed,– 

yea and nay 

No. 451. 
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Senate for concurrence. 

Emergency Measures. 

  

The engrossed Bill authorizing the commissioner of Capital Asset Management 
and Maintenance to convey certain land in the town of Agawam (House, No. 4289, 
amended), having been certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for 

final passage, was considered, the question being on adopting the emergency 
preamble. 

A separate vote was taken, as required by the provisions of Article XLVIII (as 
amended by Article LXVII) of the Amendments to the Constitution; and the 
preamble was adopted, by a vote of 46 to 0. Sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

 Agawam,– 

land. 

Subsequently, the Senate having concurred in adoption of the emergency 
preamble, the bill (which originated in the House), was passed to be enacted; and it 

was signed by the acting Speaker and sent to the Senate. 

 Bill 

enacted. 

   

The engrossed Bill to conduct a study of chemicals infiltrating aquifers and 
bedrock fissures along the interstate 95 corridor (see House, No. 4838, amended), 
having been certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for final passage, 
was considered, the question being on adopting the emergency preamble. 

A separate vote was taken, as required by the provisions of Article XLVIII (as 

amended by Article LXVII) of the Amendments to the Constitution; and the 
preamble was adopted, by a vote of 29 to 0. Sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

 Interstate 95 

corridor,─ 
aquifers. 

Subsequently, the Senate having concurred in adoption of the emergency 
preamble, the bill (which originated in the Senate) (which had been returned by His 
Excellency the Governor with recommendation of amendment), was passed to be 
re-enacted, in its amended form; and it was signed by the acting Speaker and sent to 
the Senate. 

 Bill 

re-enacted. 

Engrossed Bills. 

  

Engrossed bills   

Relative to William J. Higgins, an employee of the town of Nantucket (see 
House, No. 1125); 

 Bill 

enacted. 

Relative to concurrent jurisdiction over the former Devens Military Base (see 
House, No. 1996);  

  

Designating a certain bridge in the town of Billerica as the John F. Leary 
Bridge (see House, No. 3232, amended);  

  

Relative to determining the number of town meeting members in each precinct 
in the town of Shrewsbury (see House, No. 4305); 

  

Relative to nurse anesthetists (see House, No. 4593); and    

Protecting nursing home residents (see House, No. 4637);   

(Which severally originated in the House);   

Severally having been certified by the Clerk to be rightly and truly prepared for 
final passage, were passed to be enacted; and it were signed by the acting Speaker 
and sent to the Senate. 

  

Orders of the Day. 
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Senate bills   

Authorizing certain developments in the Fort Point Channel in the city of 
Boston (Senate, No. 2376, amended); and 

Authorizing governmental bodies to enter into contracts for the inspection, 
maintenance and repair or modification of water storage facilities (Senate, No. 
2449, amended); 

Severally reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be 

correctly drawn, were read a third time; and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence. 
Severally sent to the Senate for concurrence in the amendments previously adopted 
by the House. 

 Third 

reading 
bills. 

   

Senate bills   

Relative to the interest rate to be charged on certain betterment assessments in 
the town of Wareham (Senate, No. 2140); and 

Relative to the interest rate to be charged upon apportioned betterment 
assessments in the town of Wareham (Senate, No. 2141); 

Severally reported by the committee on Bills in the Third Reading to be 
correctly drawn, were read a third time; and passed to be engrossed, in concurrence. 

 Id.. 

   

House bills   

Authorizing the town of Danvers to grant an additional license for the sale of 
wines and malt beverages (House, No. 4817) (its title having been changed by the 

committee on Bills in the Third Reading); and 
Providing for an easement for affordable senior apartments in the town of 

Harvard (House, No. 4850) (its title having been changed by the committee on Bills 
in the Third Reading); 

Severally reported by said committee to be correctly drawn, were read a third 
time; and passed to be engrossed. Severally sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

 Id. 

   

The House Bill relative to the enhancement of the prescription monitoring 
program (House, No. 4478) was read a second time. 

The amendment previously recommended by the committee on Health Care 
Financing,─ that the bill be amended by substitution of a bill with the same title 
(House, No. 4770),─ was rejected. 

 Prescription 
monitoring 

program. 

The amendment previously recommended by the committee on Ways and 
Means,─ that the bill be amended by substitution of a bill with the same title 

(House, No. 4879),─ then was adopted; and the substituted bill was ordered to a 
third reading. 

  

Subsequently, under suspension of the rules, on motion of Mr. Sánchez of 
Boston, the bill (having been reported by the committee on Bills in the Third 
Reading to be correctly drawn) was read a third time, its title having been changed 
by said committee to read: ―An Act adding safeguards to the prescription 
monitoring program.‖. 

After debate on the question on passing the bill to be engrossed, Mr. Walsh of 

Lynn moved to amend it by adding the following section: 

  

―SECTION 6. Section 12A of Chapter 112 of the General Laws, as appearing 
in the 2008 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the 
following:— 

In cases of examination or treatment of a person with injuries resulting from 
opiate, illegal, or illicit drug overdose, a hospital, community health center or clinic 
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shall report such de-identified, aggregate information in such a manner to be 
determined in conjunction with the Department of Public Health.‖. 

The amendment was adopted.   

Mr. Walsh of Lynn and other members of the House then moved to amend the 
bill by adding the following section: 

―SECTION 7. (a) There is hereby established a commission to investigate and 
determine a best practices model for the implementation of an official 

Massachusetts tamper proof prescription form. The form shall be serialized and 
tamper resistant. For the purposes of this section, tamper-resistant is defined as 
having one or more of the following industry-recognized features designed to 
prevent: (i) unauthorized copying of a completed or blank prescription form; (ii) the 
erasure or modification of information written on the prescription by the prescriber; 
and (iii) the use of counterfeit prescription forms.  

(b) The Commission shall consist of 3 members of the House of 

Representatives:- 2 appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives and 1 
by the House Minority Leader, 3 members appointed by the Senate:-2 appointed by 
the Senate president, and 1 by the Senate Minority Leader, 1 representative from the 
Office of Administration and Finance, the Commissioner of Mental Health or their 
designee, the Commissioner of Public Health Drug Control Program or their 
designee, the Director of the Prescription Monitoring Program or their designee, and 
3 members of the medical and substance abuse treatment community with specialty 
experience in drug regulation, prescription, treatment and abuse. 

 (c) The commission shall investigate but not be limited to where to purchase 
the serialized and tamper resistant forms, the cost of the forms, the cost of 
integrating the forms to the Commonwealth’s Prescription Monitoring Program, 
physician and pharmacist training, and the implementation of a state-wide e-
prescribing system. Said commission shall submit a report of its findings, including 
legislative recommendations, if any, to the Joint Committee on Health Care 
Financing and the House and Senate committees on Ways and Means by April 15, 

2011.‖. 

  

After remarks the amendment was adopted.   

There being no objection, on the question on passing the bill, as amended, to be 
engrossed, the sense of the House was take by yeas and nays at the request of Mr. 
Sánchez of Boston; and on the roll call 153 members voted in the affirmative and 0 
in the negative. 

 Bill passed to be 

engrossed,─ 
yea and nay 

No. 452. 

[See Yea and Nay No. 452 in Supplement.]   

Therefore the bill (House, No. 4879, amended) was passed to be engrossed. 
Sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

  

Recess. 

  

At twenty-eight minutes before five o’clock P.M. (Wednesday, July 21), on 
motion of Mr. Koutoujian of Waltham (Mr. Petrolati of Ludlow being in the Chair), 

the House recessed until the following day at twelve o’clock noon; and at that time 
the House was called to order with Mr. Donato of Medford in the Chair. 

 Recess. 


